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First Office Action 



) .0 Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (1 ) of the Chinese Patent Law, the examiner 
" made an examination as to substance of the captioned patent application for 
invention upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant 
on , 

□ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (2) of the Chinese Patent Law, the Chinese 
Patent Office has decided to conduct on its own initiative an examination as to 
substance of the captioned patent application for invention. 

2.0 The applicant requests taking the filing date. Apr. 23. 2003 at the JP 

Patent Office, the filing date, , at the Patent Office, the 

filing date, at the Patent Office as the priority 

date of the present application. 
13 A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 

□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has not been submitted by the applicant. Pursuant to the 
provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law, no priority right shall be deemed to 
have been claimed. 

3.D The applicant filed amended application document(s) on 

and . 

□ Examination has confirmed that filed on 

cannot be accepted, filed on [ cannot be 

accepted, 

as the above amendment(s) □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 33 of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations 
of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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□ For the specific reason that the amendment(s) cannot be accepted, see the text of 
the Office Action. 



4.0 The examination is conducted in the light of the original application document(s) 
□ The examination is conducted in the light of the following application document(s): 
in the original application documents submitted on the filing date: 

Claim(s) > page(s) of the description, Figure(s) 

of the drawing(s); Claim(s) , page(s) of the description, 

Figure(s] submitted on ; Claim(s) page (s) 



of the description, Figure(s) 



submitted on 



□ Abstract of the description submitted on 



5. □ The present Office Action has been prepared without a search having been 
conducted. 

13 The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number(s) will, continue to be used throughout the examination procedure): 



No. 


Number or Title of Document 

. i : -* Z^ '\ ^ ^ \ \ I'l t% " : ''-Zx p * ^ Z Z^Z ZZ ^ ': Z-: ^ j * ^ZZZZ]Z:Z: 


Date of Publication 

(or filing date of interfering 

gjpfrication) 


1 


US51 38837 A 


(Date) Aug. 18, 1992 


2 


US6430922 B2 


(Date) Aug. 13, 2002 


3 : 


EP1253327A1 


(Date) Oct. 30, 2002 


4 
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6. The concluding comments of the examiner are: 



□ On the description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right is 
granted as provided in Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(3) of the Patent 
Law. 

□ The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

0 On the claims: 

□ Claim comes within the scope where no patent right is granted as provided in Article 
25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2(1 ) of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

0 Claim L5 does not possess novelty as provided in Article 22(2) of the Patent 

Law. 

0 Claim — h2> does not possess inventiveness as provided in Article 22(3) of the 

Patent Law. 
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□ Claim does not possess practical applicability as provided in Article 22(4) of 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(4) of the Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 31 (1 ) of the Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim is not in conformity of the provision of Rule 12(1) of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

For specific analyses of the above concluding comments, see the text of this Office 
Action. 

7. In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 

□ The applicant should amend the application document in accordance with the 

requirements raised in the text of this Office Action. The amended document(s) should 
be submitted in duplicate and should conform to the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law and Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
0 The applicant should expound in his Observations the reasons why the captioned 
patent application is patentable and amend the places not conforming to 
regulations as pointed out in the text of the Office Action, otherwise it would be 
impossible for the patent right to be granted. 

□ The captioned patent application contains no substantive content for which the 

patent right may be granted, thus if the applicant has not advanced his reasons or 
has not done so adequately, the application will be rejected. 

8. The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observations within four months from the date of receipt of 
this Office Action: if, without any justified reason, the time limit for making 
response is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments made by the applicant to his application should conform to 
the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of the 
Guidelines for Examination. 

(3) The applicant' s Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
to the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailed or 
presented to the Acceptance Section have no legal force. 

(4) Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 

9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling 3 page{s) and of the 
following annex(es): 

0 3 duplicate copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling 24 

page(s). 
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Your Ref: FPC081-002 
Our Ref: CPME0441201 



Text of the First Office Action 

Application number: 2004100350976 

The present application relates to a hydraulic valve device and method for 
assembling the same. Upon examination, the Examiner's comments are hereby made as 
follows: 

1. Claim 1 of the present application claims a hydraulic valve device. Reference 
document 1 (US5138837A) has disclosed a load independent valve control for a 
hydraulic system and, in particular, the following technical features (see line 57, column 
2 to line 31, column 5 of the description and Fig.l). Namely, said hydraulic system 
comprises a main valve block 1, a control valve 19, a pressure oil supply line 41 
connected to a pump, and a tank line connected to an oil tank; an end cover 20 attached to 
a side face of said main valve block; said main valve block further comprising an option 
valve (the valve 19 on the leftmost of Fig.l) disposed adjacent said end cover adapted to 
control the operation of an option actuator; a pressure oil supply passage (a branch line 
connecting the pressure oil supply line 41 and the option valve 2) which connects said 
option valve and said pressure oil supply line with each other; a return passage which 
connects said option valve 2 and said tank line with each other; actuator passages 9a and 
9b to which said option actuator is connected, a pressure oil branch passage branching 
from said pressure oil supply passage 41 and provided at a front end of said pressure oil 
branch passage with a pressure oil branch port which is closed with said end cover 20 
(not shown in the figure, see lines 45-46, column 4 of the description); and a return 
branch passage branching from the tank line and provided at a front end of said return 
branch passage with a return branch port which is closed with said end cover 20 (it can be 
obviously seen from the figure that the tank line is closed by the end cover 20 at one end). 
Thus, it can be seen that reference document 1 has already disclosed most of the technical 
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features of claim 1. 

Claim 1 is different from reference document 1 in that the main valve block 
comprises a check valve and an actuator branch passage branching from said actuator 
passage and closed with said end cover. The technical problem claim 1 is actually 
intended to solve with respect to reference document 1 is to prevent reverse flowing of 
pressure oil from the pressure oil supply passage to the pressure oil supply line and to 
conveniently control and select the operation of actuator using actuator branch port. 

However, reference document 2 (US6430922B2) has disclosed a hydraulic system 
for a construction machine and, in particular, the following technical features (see line 8, 
column 3 to line 43, column 4 of the description and Fig.l). Namely, the main valve 
block in the hydraulic system comprises check valves 14 and 15, and a actuator branch 
passage branching from each actuator passage and provided at a front end of said actuator 
branch passage with an actuator branch port which is closed with an end cover (it can be 
obviously seen from the figure thatthe branch port of each actuator is closed by an end 
cover). Thus, it can be seen that the aforesaid distinctive technical features have already 
been disclosed in reference document 2. Besides, the function these known technical 
features perform is the same as the technical problem to be actually solved in claim 1, 
namely preventing reverse flowing of pressure oil from the pressure oil supply passage to 
the pressure oil supply line using the check valves and conveniently controlling and 
selecting the operation of actuator using actuator branch port. Therefore, those skilled in 
the art can obtain inspiration from reference document 2 to apply the aforesaid distinctive 
technical features to the hydraulic system of reference document 1 so as to obtain the 
technical solution claimed in claim 1. That is to say, the combination of reference 
document 1 and reference document 2 is obvious. Besides, this combination fails to 
produce any unexpected technical effect. Therefore, the technical solution claimed in said 
claim does not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable progress 
and is non-inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

2. The additional technical features in the characterising portions of dependent claim 
2, namely "said pump comprises a first pump and a second pump, and said main valve 
block comprises a first main valve block which uses said first pump as a pressure oil 
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source and a second main valve block which uses said second pump as a pressure oil 
source", have already been correspondingly disclosed in reference document 2 (see line 8, 
column 3 to line 43, column 4 of the description and Fig.l). Besides, the additional 
technical features perform the same function in said reference document as in this 
invention. Therefore, when the referred claim is non-inventive, said dependent claim is 
non-inventive under Article 223 of the Patent Law, either 

3. The additional technical features in the characterising portions of dependent claim 
3, namely "said first main valve block and said second main valve block are coupled 
together in a state in which respective rear sides of the main valve blocks are in contact 
with each other, said end cover is attached to a side face of each of said first and second 
main valve blocks, said option valve disposed adjacent said end cover, said pressure oil 
supply passage, said return passage, said actuator passage, said check valve, said pressure 
oil branch passage, said return branch passages, and said actuator branch passage are 
provided within one of said main valve blocks, and a confluence passage for joining 
pressure oil within both said main valve blocks is disposed through both said main valve 
blocks, said confluence passage being closed with said end cover", have already been 
correspondingly disclosed in reference document 2 (see line 8, column 3 to line 43, 
column 4 of the description and Fig.l). Besides, the additional technical features perform 
the same function in said reference document as in this invention. Therefore, when the 
referred claim is non-inventive, said dependent claim is non-inventive under Article 22.3 
of the Patent Law, either. 

4. Claim 15 claims a method for assembling a hydraulic valve device. Reference 
document 3 (EP1 253327 A) has disclosed a method for assembling a hydraulic valve, 
comprising the following steps (see line 54, column 1 to line 31, column 6 of the 
description and Figs.l and 2): installing option valves 13 and 14 into a side face of a main 
valve block 17 to which side face an end block 16 is attached, with control valves 11 and 
12, a pressure oil supply line 21 connected to a pump and a tank line 23 being 
incorporated in said main valve block 17; and attaching a predetermined connection end 
block 16 to said main valve block 17 in accordance with a function of said option valve 
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out of plural types of connection blocks hydraulically connected to said option valve and 
incorporating circuit elements therein. Thus, it can be seen that said reference document 
has already disclosed all the technical features of said claim. Besides, the technical 
solution disclosed in said reference document and that claimed in said claim are of the 
same technical field and capable of producing the same technical effect. Therefore, said 
claim is non-novel under Article 22.2 of the Patent Law. 

For the above reasons, the present application based on the current text cannot be 
granted the patent right yet. The applicant should, within the time limit for response 
prescribed herein, sufficiently state the reasons that the present application has 
patentability, and make amendment to the application documents according to the 
comments made herein to rectify the existing defects. The amendments to the application 
documents shall comply with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent Law and may not 
go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the initial description and claims. The 
amendment documents to be submitted by the applicant shall include: 1) a copy of the 
parts of the original to which amendment is related and on which pertinent addition, 
deletion or substitution shall be indicated with red pen or ball-pen; and 2) reprinted 
replacement sheets in duplicate for substituting the corresponding part of the original. 
The applicant should ensure that the aforesaid two parts are consistent with one another 
in content. 
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